
Christmas
Christmas is not merely a day. It’s an entire season to celebrate. This Christmas, 

resolve to make the liturgical rhythms and commemorations of the Christmas Season a 
more significant part of your family’s celebration. By participating as fully as possible 
in these feasts, which extend from Evening Prayer on Christmas Eve through the Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord in early January, your family can focus on the greatest gift 
that is Jesus.

The Feast of the Holy Family occurs on the Sunday after Christmas. The entire 
Christmas Season is, in a very real way, a celebration of the Holy Family—and of your 
family—because you are called to be holy, too. The Christmas crèche, often called a 
Nativity or manger scene, can be the heart of your family’s celebration of the Feast of 
the Holy Family. If you do not already own a crèche, you might work together to 
make a simple one. You can add figures representing your own family members to 
those gathered in the stable at Bethlehem. On the Feast of the Holy Family, or at any 
time during the Christmas Season, gather for a family meal with the crèche as a 
centerpiece. Take time to think of what it means for your family to grow in holiness.  

Family Celebration

Pray this prayer together:

Family Activity

There are many ways to enhance your family’s celebration of the Christmas Season. 
Create a special calendar page to highlight the days between Christmas Eve and the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Invite family members to suggest ways in which your 
family can live the spirit of the season. Encourage your child to offer ideas based on 
what he or she has learned about these feasts.

God of Mary and Joseph, of shepherds and animals,
bless us whenever we gaze on this manger scene.
Through all the days of Christmas,
may these figures tell us the story 
of how humans, angels, and animals
found the Christ in this poor place.
Fill our house with hospitality, joy,
gentleness, and thanksgiving,
and guide our steps in the way of peace.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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